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THE AURA
THAT SURROUNDS

YOU

Zvulun Revayev

Many people have claimed to see the 
human aura — a shimmering glow that 
surrounds every person with changing 
hues and colors. Thanks to modern-day 
biofeedback imaging, Israeli researcher, 
marriage therapist and lecturer Zvulun 
Revayev is using this ancient mystery 
to turn people back to the Torah path.

BY RHONA LEWIS
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SIMPLY SCIENCE

YOU SHALL NOT BELIEVE!
Growing up in communist Buchara (Uzbekistan; part of 

the Soviet Union until 1991) in the 1960s, Zvulun Revayev was 
tossed between the warm family traditions that permeated his 
home and the anti-religious propaganda of the society outside. 
The family made Kiddush every week, kept Pesach and built 
a sukkah. Young Zvulun would take the family’s chickens to 
be slaughtered by the shochet, the town’s Rabbi, Rav Michael, 
known as Tama for his simplicity and purity. But the battle was 
already lost. 

“The older generation was left alone to follow tradition as 
they pleased, but any student who dared believe in G-d was 
publicly ridiculed at school,” Revayev says. “I didn’t stand up 
to them because I thought that they knew better.”

In 1976 the Revayevs joined the wave of immigrants leaving 
Russia and settled in Lod, southeast of Tel Aviv. David and 
Bracha Revayev, encouraged by Yosef Ladayo, a Chabad 

shaliach originally from Bucharia, enrolled 14-year-old Zvulun 
in Yeshiva Tomchei Temimim in Rishon Lezion. 

“I went to the lectures only for the purpose of antagonizing 
the Rabbis,” Revayev says from his airy apartment in El Ad, 
central Israel. Revayev’s critical mind had plenty of questions 
and he could find no satisfying answers. “They told me to 
make blessings before eating and to put on tefillin because 
these were holy acts that would be good for me, but no one 
could explain to me how these things would change me. An 
apple tasted exactly the same before and after a brachah.”  

INDISPUTABLE EVIDENCE 
Revayev traveled a path with many twists and turns, 

and in 1997 he took a post as community leader in Ramle, 
central Israel, where 25,000 Bucharian Jews were living. In 
2005 he accompanied a group of teenagers to Be’er Sheva to 
hear a lecture on auras given by Dr. Arik Naveh, a formerly 
secular Ph.D. in physics. Encouraged, or rather pushed, by 

the teenagers, Revayev 
agreed to put his hand 
on the sensors of Dr. 
Naveh’s Aura Video 
Station. 

“I was shocked to 
see how precise his 
Aura Video Station 
was,” Revayev says. 
Always one to pursue 
new avenues, Revayev 
learned how to use the station and began to join Dr. Naveh on 
his lecture tours showing people how their aura was affected 
by their actions. In Parashas Bereishis, the Ben Ish Chai writes 
that if a person puts on a tallis, the color of his aura changes. If 
he puts on tefillin, the color changes again. 

In 2005, Revayev approached Harav Mordechai Eliyahu, 
zt”l, Israel’s Sephardic Chief Rabbi from 1983 to 1993. In a 
short film, the researchers captured how the Rabbi’s purple 
aura turns white when he puts on a tallis. You can see how 
the aura around Rav Shmuel Eliyahu, son of Harav Mordechai 
Eliyahu and currently Chief Rabbi of Tzfas, becomes a deep 
purple when he speaks about Torah.

But if you’re thinking of purchasing your own Aura Video 
Station, don’t hurry — it costs upward of $7,000 and you have 
to be trained to interpret the many results displayed.

A VISIT TO RUSSIA
Since the 1970s, when Kirlian photography proved the 

existence of auras, researchers in Russia such as biophysicists 
and biochemists in the Biophysics Laboratory of the National 
University at Almaty (Alma-Ata) in Kazakhstan have continued 
to study the phenomenon. In the West, researchers like 
psychologist Dr. Thelma Moss at the University of California 
conducted their own studies. German scientist Peter Mandel 
developed a therapeutic practice called Esogetic Healing. 

With his knowledge of the Russian language, Revayev was 
able to pursue his interest in auras by meeting last June with 
Dr. Konstantin Korotkov, deputy director of the Research 
Institute of Physical Culture at St. Petersburg University. 

Dr. Korotkov has developed a technique similar to Kirlian 
photography called “gas discharge visualization” (GDV). 
When an object or a person’s fingers are placed on a high-
voltage electron field, an “electron cloud” of light energy 
photons is formed. The 
electronic “glow” of this 
discharge (invisible to the 
human eye) is captured by 
a camera system and then 
translated into a digital 
computer file. 

In St. Petersburg, Revayev 
surprised the researchers 

GVD 
measuring the 

aura of a nut.

Harav 
Mordechai 

Eliyahu, zt”l,  
surrounded by 

his aura.

Most likely it’s nonsense, but 
people who are convinced that 
this is real — it’s [their] personal 
opinion, it’s more mystical. There’s 
an element of doubt on this.

Rabbi Yisroel  Belsky, shlita,  
Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivah Torah Vodaath 

and world-renowned Posek

Ph
ot

o 
cr

ed
it:

 Z
ev

ulu
n 

Re
va

ye
v

Ph
ot

o 
cr

ed
it:

 Z
ev

ulu
n 

Re
va

ye
v

40 July 29, 2015



by changing the aura of food. “We examined the aura of 
a nut before and after I made a brachah on it,” he says. The 
researchers were surprised to see that the aura of the half of the 
nut remaining after Revayev had made a brachah and taken 
a bite was two times stronger even though the nut was half 
the size. Here, Revayev smiles at the recollection. “Professor 
Korotkov wanted to know if I had to actually eat some of the 
food!” 

Two months later, Revayev once again traveled to St. 
Petersburg, this time to attend the International Scientific 
Congress, to purchase a GDV camera system and take a 

course to learn how to use it. 
At the Congress, Revayev was particularly interested in the 

researchers’ evidence of different types of water. French Dr. 
Guy Londechamp discussed how water, which interacts with 

ZVULUN REVAYEV, today a lecturer and 
family therapist, has had a rainbow-colored 
career track. After yeshivah, Revayev studied 
mechanics in Lod and then completed 
another two years of engineering school 
in Jerusalem. In 1983 he married Zahava 
Davidov, the granddaughter of the shochet 
in Buchara. By the time he finished five years 
of army service as a mechanical inspector in 
the air force, Revayev had three children.

He was 27 when, together with a partner, 
he opened up a highly successful business 
as a building inspector. “Strange things 
started happening to me,” he says. “It was in 
the 1980s, a time when Arab laborers were 
sabotaging buildings all over the country 
by pouring sand and cement into water 
pipes or not connecting pipes correctly. I 
could walk into a building and intuitively 
spot the part of the wall that had to be 
opened to reach the blockage.” 

Business was booming, but spiritually, 
Revayev was at a standstill — doing what 
everyone else did: just toe the line. “I went 
to shul when they did and made Kiddush at 
the right time, but my heart wasn’t in it,” he 
says. Until he could no longer hide from the 
fact that Hashem was clearly helping him.

“A Russian dentist called me to Rechovot. 
Several walls of her apartment building 
were waterlogged and full of mold. No one 
could pinpoint the source. I arrived, a rookie 
compared to the experienced contractors 
gathered outside the building to solve this 
problem once and for all. 

“I happened to be standing on a manhole 
outside the building when one of the 
contractors began to put me down. Above 
me, in the dentist’s home, I heard someone 

flush the toilet. And I noticed that no sound 
of running water was coming from the 
manhole I was standing on.

“‘I’ve found the problem,’ I said.
“The contractors all laughed.
“‘Pay me $1,000 and I’ll tell you.’ Normally, 

I would have charged $300 for such a job, 
but I was angry.

“The contractor agreed. Then I called 
up to the Russian woman asking if someone 
had flushed the toilet in her home. Someone 
had. I told her to flush the three toilets in her 

home, one after the other. We heard the 
water under the manhole — until she flushed 
the toilet adjacent to her bathroom. I easily 
proved that the builders had purposely not 
connected the pipe exiting the toilet to the 
main building pipe. The water was simply 
soaking into the walls.”

After many such success stories, Revayev 
told his wife that he had little choice but to 
join a kollel. She was skeptical. His partner 

was more verbal — “You’ll die of starvation,” 
he predicted. Revayev joined the yeshivah of 
Rabbi Yisrael Machputz in Rechovot, where 
he studied for the next three years. The 
change in schedule was perhaps the biggest 
challenge: “I was used to starting work at 
7:00 a.m., but kollel begins only at 9:00. The 
waste of time drove me crazy,” says Revayev. 
Within a year, Revayev was a certified mohel 
and shochet. 

In the meantime, Zahava, who was 
working as a teacher in an ulpan, was 
recruited by the Jewish Agency to travel 
to Russia, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan to 
train teachers. After meeting Revayev, the 
Jewish Agency decided to assign him a 

diplomatic position alongside his wife to 
help potential immigrants with aliyah 
arrangements. But Revayev wasn’t 
convinced. After all, he was in kollel. 
What greater contribution to the 
Jewish people could there be? Add to 
that the danger inherent in traveling to 

Russia then. He turned to Rav Ben Tzion 
Abba Shaul, zt”l,  for advice. “Go,” he was 

told. “I promise you that all evil decrees will 
be annulled.” Revayev remained in Russia for 
four years.

Upon their return to Israel, Lev Leviev, 
a Bucharian philanthropist who supports 
Rabbis leading Bucharian communities, sent 
Revayev to Ramle, which then had 25,000 
Bucharian Jews. “I thought that as a Rabbi, 
people would be coming to me with kashrus 
questions. Instead, they were coming to me 
with shalom bayis problems,” says Revayev. 
A natural at character analysis, Revayev 
completed a degree in marriage counseling 
to help his congregants more effectively. 

TWISTS  
IN A PATH 

Left: Aura of a whole nut before the 
brachah. Right: Aura of the half nut 

after the brachah.
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the chemical and physical environment around 
it, also interacts with a person’s consciousness. 
This interaction can be analyzed by measurable 
electromagnetic changes. Using GDV, the 
changes in a person’s physiological state and 
his aura can be seen and measured within 
seconds of drinking even one cup of water … so 
drink up this summer!

Revayev, unlike the Russian scientists, 
went on to focus on a different aspect of water. 
“Although rainwater appears to be the least 
pure water compared to faucet water and 
mineral water, its aura is 40,000 times stronger 
than either of the other types of water,” Revayev says. Which is 
exactly what we’d expect, given the importance of rainwater in 
Judaism, especially in the halachos of mikveh. Remember the 
segulah to drink rainwater as it falls in the month of Iyar? The 
Chida traces the segulah to the Ben Ish Chai. He explains that 
the letters of Iyar correspond to the first letters in the words 
Ani Hashem Rofecha (Shemos 15:26), and that rain in this 
month has special healing powers.

HOW MITZVOS AFFECT YOUR AURA
Research on auras has been conducted in both the East and 

the West, but is particularly prevalent in Russia. “In Russia, 
sports teams are tested before they go onto the field,” Revayev 
says. “If a team member’s energy level is low, perhaps because 
a check bounced or he had an 
argument [at home], he won’t be 
sent onto the field.”

Similarly, Dr. Korotkov applies 
GDV in predictive medicine. His 
clinical studies in Russia and the 
United States have given him 
statistical information on good 
health, disease and disturbances 
in health. By reading the light 
coming from the fingers, doctors 
can predict weak points in the 
human organism. This pinpoints 
health issues, allowing clients to 
make lifestyle changes to resolve 
the condition or receive medical 
care from a doctor right away.

However, in an age where scientific proof is lauded, Revayev 
has spent the last 10 years using the Aura Video Station and 
the GDV camera system showing people in Israel, the States, 
Canada, England and Mexico how their auras change when 
they do a mitzvah. Faced with indisputable proof, hundreds of 
Jews have drawn closer to their heritage.

In Miami, at a Chabad community gathering, Revayev 
spoke about the benefits of netilas yadayim. “One woman 

didn’t believe me until we showed her the aura of her own 
hands before and after she did netilas yadayim. After that, all 
the hand-washing cups in the center sold out,” says Revayev. 
Similarly, after a lecture to a group of girls in Ramle, Rav Bartov 
Yaacov, Rabbi of the Bucharian community, told Revayev that 
98 percent of the girls had taken on the mitzvah of netilas 
yadayim.

A person’s aura changes when he says Tehillim, whether 
or not he understands what he’s saying. This doesn’t happen 
when he’s reading the newspaper or the yellow pages. Eight 
years ago, at a lecture in upscale, secular Hod Hasharon, 
central Israel, Revayev showed a woman how her aura changed 
when she recited Tehillim. With such tangible proof of the 
holiness of mitzvos, the woman slowly encouraged her family 

to change. “Her eight-year-old son arranged Shacharis tefillah 
in his class. It was probably the only class in this secular 
stronghold to hold regular prayers,” Revayev says. Today, the 
family is mitzvah-observant.

Rabbi Zamir Cohen, Rosh Yeshivah of Heichal Meir in 
Beitar, central Israel, and chairman of Hidabroot (an outreach 
program), answered my question: Does the Torah speak about 
auras? 

SIMPLY SCIENCE

(R-L) Zvulun Revayev with Dr. Korotkov and a German scientist from Dusseldorf.

As impressive as the information in this article is, I feel that it must be emphasized that 
our belief in and practice of Torah is not dependent on auras, Torah codes, medical 
benefits from mitzvah observance, the communication of autistic children, or even from 
reasons and rationales given for Torah observance. Though these things can be utilized 
to enhance one’s observance, they can never be the reason one believes in, or fulfills, 
mitzvos. None of these things are mentioned in the Torah, and making one’s practice 
dependent on them is spurious and dangerous.  
We believe in the Torah and perform its mitzvos for one reason and one reason only: 
We have a mesorah from Sinai that this is Hashem’s will and these are His directives. All 
other proofs, reasons and supports for Torah are merely enhancements that one can use 
to strengthen his belief and practice, but not as a source for those beliefs and practices.

Rabbi Zev Leff, shlita, Rav of Moshav Mattisyahu 
and Rosh Hayeshivah of Yeshivah Gedolah Mattisyahu
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“Harav David Batzri, shlita, a well-known mekubal in 
Yerushalayem, taught me that in Shaar HaKavanot, Sukkot, 
Derash 7, the Arizal, Harav Yitzchak Luria, zt”l, explains the 
Zohar 3:142b and comments on the word tzelem. Although the 
explanation is too complex for our discussion, Harav Batzri 
told me that this refers to a person’s aura.”

Rabbi Cohen has lectured and written extensively about the 
unique spiritual energy that is channeled into the soul and the 
brain when a man wears tefillin. In Kiryat Ata, northern Israel, 
Revayev demonstrated this effect. “I usually have the audience 
nominate a couple of people to come up. This way, everyone 
knows that nothing is rigged,” he says. But this wasn’t enough 
for one virulently antireligious young man; he insisted on 
seeing the effect of tefillin on his own head. 

The next morning Revayev got a call from the gabbai of 

the shul. “The man has been living next to the shul for the last 
seven years without ever setting foot inside. This morning he 
came in and asked to lay tefillin,” the gabbai said.

Revayev points out that if the parchment inside the tefillin 
is replaced with an empty parchment; the aura of the person 
wearing the tefillin not only doesn’t change for the better, it 
becomes cloudy. This shows the detrimental effect of non-
kosher tefillin. With this proof, it would seem that Revayev 
could use this technology to check if someone’s tefillin are 
kosher or not. But Revayev says, “Hashem commanded us to 
have tefillin checked by a sofer, not with a machine.”  

At the end of the interview, I place my fingers on the sensors 
and watch the image of my own aura change colors as I smile. 
Revayev says, “Today when people ask me if I believe, I tell 
them that I know.” I smile and the colors change again. 

Many people have claimed that they can 
see the human aura. Thanks to technological 
advancements, the existence of auras 
has been corroborated scientifically. As 
far back as 1888, Nikola Tesla of the U.S. 

demonstrated that a body exposed to an 
electromagnetic field at high frequency 

and high tension generates a shining 
aura. In 1939 Simeon and Valentina 
Kirlian discovered that by applying a 
high-frequency electric current to an 
individual or object, the image of a 
light aura around the subject could be 

photographed.  
By the 1970s high-voltage 

electrophotography became known 
as Kirlian photography. Biophysicists and 
biochemists in the Biophysics Laboratory 
of National University at Alma-Ata in 
Kazakhstan, where Kirlian worked, used an 
electron microscope to conduct experiments 
on the energy fields recorded by Kirlian’s 
images. This energy field became known 
as the biological plasma body, later know as 
spiritual energy released by the body. Today, 

we can use an Aura Video Station (invented 
by Johannes Fisslinger in the early 1990s) to 
view auras. 

The large range of light (frequencies) 
that we emanate is transformed to 
photographic images and then transferred 
digitally to computers and can then be 
digitally analyzed. These devices use 
advanced biofeedback, a computer, a video 
recorder or camera, and highly sensitive 
sensors. When you place your hand on 
the sensors, the electromagnetic energy, 
temperature and energy released by each 
finger is recorded. The sensors transmit the 
information to a computer which translates 
the data into frequencies and then into 
specific colors that you can see on the 
screen. Material colors are red, yellow and 
green; spiritual colors are blue, purple and 
white.

HOW IT  

WORKS

Above: Sensors of Aura Video Station.
Left: Screen of Revayev’s Aura Video Station.
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, Rav Cohen adds.


